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1 acknowledge with gratitude the help and

encouragement given to me by Wore Bro. Thos.

Grounsel~t P.P.S.G.W: P.G.Swd 8. Librarian

and Curator of theProvincial Grand Library

and ~useum of the Worcestershire Pr~vince

and his Deputy Curator, Wore Bro. A.G.

Brodrick, P.P.J.G.D.
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T~'E CLIVE LODGE' No. 819, BR01SGROVE t 1849-1856.

In 19i9 t.tlepresent. writer produced a pamphlet entitled" A Review

of Freemasonry in Bromsgrove in the 18th. and 19th. Centuries"

but as the task of compiling a publication on the "First Fift) Years'

of Bromsgrove LOdge ~0.5414 lay before him, researchinto the former

subject was rat.her limited and the following is an at.tempt. to impleme~

a~,j correct our knowledge of the circ*mstances prevailing in 1849

ana during The Clive Lodge's brief exist.ence.

At. the time that this is being written it is not apparent. why the

lodge ceased to exist in Bromsgrove nor may it ever be fully underst.odd

but. by t.he time this chronicle is finished and the ascertainable fact.s

proyided the reader's imagination might &upply a pO&"UJ;;I'er.
THE PETITIO~ ~ "",.f4 If?4-.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United

Fraternit.y of Ant.ient Free and Accepted Masons

of England

We, the undersigned, being regular register'd Mas ons of the LOdges

mentioned against our respect.iwe names, having the prosperity of the

Craft at heart, are anxious to exert our best endeavours to promote

and diffuse the genuine principles of the art; and, for the conveniency

of our respective dwellings and other good reasons, we are desirous

of forming a New Lodge, to be named

THE CLIVE LODGE.

In consequence of this desire, we pray for a Warrant of Const.it.ut.ion

empowering us to meet as a regular Lodge at the Town Hall, ~romsgrove,

Worcestershire on the Fourth Wednesday of every mont.h, and t.here t.o

discharge the duties of Masonry, in a constitut.lonal manner, according

to the forms of the order and the laws of t.he Grand Lodge; and we have

nominated, and do recommendBrother Thomas William Kinder t.o be the

first ~aster. Brother Xavier Paszkowicz to be the first Senior WarJen,

and Brother Ric:ld Wm. Johnson to be the first. Junior ~arden of the said

Lod~e. The prayer of this pet.ition being granted we promise strict

obedience to t.he commands of the Grand ~aster and the laws anc

regulations of the Grand Lodge.

TIIOS ~m. Kinder
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Thos WmKinder S.w.Lodge3 ·18

X.'\.Paszkowicz

533

Rich.

Wm.Johoson 348

Thos.

II.WLeelerP • \1 • 348

Wm.

Pettifer W. \1.348

W.J.Windram

J.\'W.34~

Arthur

Kinder 34~~

Wet he unde r5igned ear nest 1)' re c0mmen d tI)e ab 0ve pet ition tot. he

f,-,·,curablecon~ideration of the '.~ostWorshipful Grand \laster-

772

772

772

W.\I. LOdgeSemperFillelis

S.w.

LodgeSemperFidelis

J.W.

LodgeSemperFidelisJoseph Bennett

Fred: ~.Gosling

Tho. Clutterbuck

A. Dobie- Provl. G.~aster pro. tern

I humbly recommend the prayer of this !'etition to the \1.W. Grand \1aster

A.uobie.
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TilE \:\'1E OF THE CLIVI-: LODGE.

,\5 r 0 I -

The name of the proposed lodge was witllout doubt chosen to mark

the high regard ill wi,ich the 11011. Robert Henry Clive of Ilewell

Grange and the freemasons held each other.

Robert was the grandson of Clive of India and a younger son of

the Ear 1 0 f Pow is. I1e ma r r i e d Itar r i et, si s t er 0 f the 6 t h. Ear 1 0 f

Plymouth. Trds latter eal'lLloltl IJecame extinct in 1..;43 but the Barony

of Windsor remained,. and having come to live at Jlewell tile)' adopted

the surname of Win(\sor-Clive until Robert died in 1854 anI: his

widow,being heiress to the Barony, was known as Baroness Wind~cr

The family of tile Eal'ls of Plymouth had provided the Lord of

the \Ianor since the 17th. century and the Windsor-Clives founu

Bromsgrove peopl~ responsive to the interest they took in them and

in turn the il:hal1itants were loyal to them. Col. Clive, although

not a freemason himself, supported the aims of the order and on

the occasion of the Provincial Grand Lodge ~eeting in Bromsgrove

on the 17th June 1852 gave permission for part of the band of the

Queen's Own Worcestershire Yeomanry Cavalry to lead the procession

to the Church of St. John. This kindness was repeated in other

years wllen the Provincial Grand Lodge met elsewhere.

It is notewort.hy that his sister, lIenrietta-Antonia married

Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Baronet, M.P. who was in the Salopian

Lodge !'to. 262 and became in 1852 Pro,"incial Grand \Iaster of \orth

Wales with the county of Shropshire ( Salop) added.

TilE COt\TRY 1\ TilE \iTD-'T\ETEE\TH CE'\TrRY

Th i 6- , all <1 t. hen e x t f E' W sec t ion s, are a n at t e III p t t 0 pa i n t Cl wo r'd

picture of the prevailing condilions during the short lifetime of

the Clive Lodge and therin might be clues to help us in our

u n d e r s tan ct i n g 0 fit. s den! i se.

Queen Victlbria acceded to the throne in 1837 alld married her

cousin Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg in 1840. There was famine in

Ire 1a n cl, d i s t res sill Br ita i n and p 0 1 i tic a 1 u pile a v a I 5 a t h 0 me (Irid

atJroad, but towards the end of the 18405 things begal' to impro ..•.e.

Tile principle of " Live and let live" begall to work. TIle

uppel' and middle class especially if it had money beban to

come together and social snob, ery started to develop. The upper

class still prov~ded most of the Queen's ministers but some power
was "seIzed by th middle clas5 to wtlich maJlufacturer's and merchants

be 10ng"o and ' f1 England was to oe the workshop of the world, tlley
"'ould run t.he

Worksllop.
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A 5 for L 11e low e I' cIa S :3, S 1um S InU 1tip 1ied and c tl 0 1era ~J nd

tub ere u 10 sis too kit:3 t0 11, Pa,.ticU.ar 1y 0 f the you ng •

In 1852 it was feared that the French might invade England and

in September Wellington died. In 1853 suspicion moved from Fnnce

to Russia which was threatening Turkey and causing Britain concer'n

about the control of tbe Dardenelles and the passage from the Black

:,ea to the \!edtterranean. This led to the Crirnean War in 1854.

In 1855 Sebastopol fell, the Russians had had enough as so had

almost eveyybody else, so that on 1st. February 1856 an armistice

between Russia and the Allies was signed. Also on Wednesday 27th

August 1856 the Clive Lodge had its last meeting.

THE R.\ILWAY AGE A~D BIR'fI~GHA\t

Railways were the greatest innovation of the middle years of the

nineteenth century tranjf,orming communicationand bringing great

developement to the leading industries. Birmingham was well on its

ay to being able to make everything in metal from a pin to a steam

roller, a woodscrew to a ship's screw and it had its full share of

ictorian prosperity.

In 1849 The Industrial Exhibition was held in Bingley Hall arud

as visited by Prince Albert. This visit s.lggested The Great

Exhibition in 1851 held in the Crystal Palace built in Hyde Park

in London.

The manufacturers, particularly of iron goods, were well aware

of the necessity to involve the outlying districts of Birmingham in

their trading circle and even as early as 1837 official sanction was

given to a branch line from Birmingham to Dudley and .Stonrbridge.

The railway. to and through Bromsgrove was approaching from the

South-west fl',m Gloucester and Worcester and, like the industrial

revolution, passed Bromsgrove by, as did Victorian prosperity.

The state of Bromsgrove will be told later' but there was a

factory near the town which was impottant to the vicinity and

\ir"mingham had. its counterpart but on a vaster scale and its busi

ness was button making.

Benjamin Sanders a:ld his son had started the method of making

tuttons by stretching clotll on a metal frame and attaching a shank

of iron or canvas.

This method-

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



/"" This met/,od was used by makers in Birmingham so successfully that a

! firm ott Dain, Watts and \1anton were using annually 63,000 yards of

cloth and 34 tons of metal and by 1860, out of 6,000 persons

employed 2,000 were making pearl buttons. The Bromsgrove factory

was said to be employing around 400 " girls II although the entry

in the 1851 Census states that Benjamin Sanders, age 85, living at

" The Cottage " Denmark House ) 48 Kidderminster Road was a

" Button "1anufacturer employing 92 persons including men, women,

and childrea "

BR0\1SGROVE I~ 1849

The town of Bromsgrove in 1849 was little more than. one long

street stretching from the foot of Rock Hill to the Crabmill sur-
cou'ltry.,

rounded by ope~ a rural market town. There were a few houses in Church
Street or Holy Lane as it was known in those days, and a few in St.

John Street and Hanover Street, with Sidemoor being an outlying

district, while Crown Close provided pasture for cattle belonging

to a nearby butcher.

Turnpikes at the bottom of Rock lIill, at Puddlewilarf, at Stoke

Heath, at the Red Cross on the Kidderminster Road, at Lydiate Ash and

Lickey End and at the Hundred House on the Stourbridge Rood extracted

tolls on horse drawn vehicles and also from drovers of horses, pigs,

sheep or cattle. The tolls were raised to pay for the upke~p of the
~h ••:..j,

roads;must have taken a beating from the vehicles carrying the sand-

stone from the quarry at Rock Hill. Operative masons were very active

and the results of their work can be seen all over the town.

The Spadesbourne and Battlefield Brooks were prominent features

in Rromsgrove providing power for the many mills the most outstanding

being the Town ~ill which was mentioned in the Domesday Book and

which stood at the bottom of ~ill Lane, the brook being crossed by

a ford. The site is now occupied" by a supermarket, at the time of

writing (1984) bearing the name of Bejam. The mill was still working

in 1849and was demolished in 1883, the millpond drained and the

brook diverted to make "'larket Street.

Other mills wOl-king at the time of the fOUllding of tl;e Clive

Louge, eitl,er as corn, worsted or woolen ini11s were '.loatI\ill which

stoo d at the jlJnet i0; I 0 fell arfor d a1\d Wo rcest erR 0 ad, the Lin t ",;ill

the site in which stands South Bromsgrove !lig!1 School; Whitford \~i11

On the coher of Timberhollger Lane and other more distant mills.
11

The Ca.t ton \1i 11-
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The Cotton'lill which was situated on the other side of the brook.---.....

from the gas works near Factory Lane had been used in 1832 as a

cholera hospital and was leased again frOTH 1850 to 1856 as a.worsted

factory. The Cotton Pool was remarkable for its size covering 6 or

7 acres of what is now Sanders Park. It was drained in 1865.

The Parish Church of St. John the Baptist is very much the same

today as it was in 1849, the lime trees surrounding the church having

been then growing for 50 years. The new Vicarage was built in 1848

at a cost of £1800,and in 1931 the house and grounds were purchased

by the Bromsgrove Urban District Council and converted into the

Council House.

In 1832 " that portion of the garden immediately adjoining the

the churchyard which lies between Crown and Sidemoor Lalle"(now Church

Lane) was acquired and upon it was built the new school and in 1834

the National School was established. Also in 1832 the old Town Ilall

was demolished and replaced by another in which the Clive Lodge was

warranted to meet.

A new workhouse was built in 1838 on the Birmi:,gham Road and

it is now part of the General Hospi tal near All Saints .Church which

was built in 1874. The previous workhouse was at the junction of

the Strand with Stourbridge Road and during the lifetime of the Clive

LOdge it was a tannery with a public weighing machine in front of it.

The High Street had all the shops necessary to cater for the

people of Bromsgrove, butchers,tailors, pawnbroker and watch maker,

barber, tinsmith, solicitors, auctioneer, draper and undertaker (sic)

tea dealer, shoemaker, chemist and many others but from the number

of taverns and inns listed nearly every alternate building must have

been a public house.

J.Bryant and Sons began as builders of carriages and coaches

in 1854 in the Iligh Street but before that in 1847 two coaci,builders

who had been esta:)lished in Worcester for many years rented the

Rtilway Locomotive Works at Aston Fields. Their names were Kinder and

Johnson.

The railway had been opened in 1840 and a horse bus car-ried

passengers from the Golden Cross Inn to the station. To reach Station

Road past where ~eales Garage is now must have been a hazardous

journey up the steep hill. For some months the raiway line elided at

Cofton and coaches carried passengers to and from Birmingham to

conn~t wi th the tl ains."

Owners of-
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~I\ners or cross-country horse-.drwwn vehicles which took passengers

and goods to the rai Iway station as the firm of Kln.ler in the
ythlng at Worcester did between Spetchley and Worcester;~id well

Ibut turnpike companies saw their income decline. The effect of the
[advent of the railway was generally good but it caused disturbance

iand hardship to others, a boon to most people but injury to some

a5 W.A.Cotton writes in his book" The Antiquities of Bromsgrove "

" It was a sorry time for Oromsgrove when an end came to the old

-coaching days, as many as twenty-six to thlrty coaches passing

through the town in those days, nearly the whole of them stopping

at the Crown or other inns."

In addition to agriculture and farming the most impor~ant

industry in Bromsgrove was nail making in spite of the unemployment

and poverty caused by the introduction of nailmaking machines.

There we~a considerable number of types of nails which could only

be made by hand and this craft continued as a major occupation

until 1930. The nailers lived mainly in the StBand, Stourbridge

Road and Worcester Street and farther afield in Sidemoor.

THE PLAGtJE.

It was during the years 1849/50 that Bromsgrove suffered a

ch 0 Iera epi de ,1\ ican d it was the poor and de pr ived t hat suffer ed

the most.

I The Spadesbourne Brook was virtually an open sewer with the!
lordure from the top of the town and High Street being poured into it

Iso that the area around the botto", end of lIigh Street, St. John
\

l:3treet, l!anover Street and Worceslel' Street were particularly nlilise-

I~Ollle'in summer and this with the large vagrant influx no doubt
,hastened the spread of the disease.

I In f Cl n tan d you n g chi 1d III 0 r tal i t.Y c:a n b e ani n die a t (,r and
I
~ 1n s [> c Ct ion 0 f the b \I r' i a 1 r e c 0 !'Cl s (i f 5 t, J 0 ton 's r h u r c 11 :' h 0v. S tll 0 t
I during these years there were sometimes as mallY as eight or morl'I

f\lner:ds in one week alld the assi:3tant Illaster;;: at the Cl'amlll61'

3c\\(01, who were in !loly Order,::, as~i~ted.

Of llll"' 177 fllnerals ill 1:31<), ~)~ welc of towll"peol'le ~llld ut" \llc"e
11 l I I f a 11t ~ die d i;1 \', 0 r c est f' '" St r e et, 3 inS t Jot: " S t r e et, 5 lr I

iiallover Stl-eet 7 in 11i g 11 S 1I e et, 5 in t to e Wo r Id I Cl use, -1 i l\ t" l:
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In 1~5(!. Ollt (If 20P LJurjals. 134 were f.'om tlte town, and of

t.lle~e 22 infClnts died i,l Worcester St.'eet, 4 in St. John Street

5 in ilanovcr Streel, 6 in l1igh Street, in the WorKhouse, 5 in

t.he Strand, 3 in 1I01y Lane and 10 in Sidemoor. These distressing

figures are repeat.ed i •• followillg years especially in Sidemoor

when in 1851 20 infants died. In fact many years after, the

',:essenger, the t.owm newspaper, published a report by the medical

officer to the Council snating that" Since tlte last meeting

t.Yph 0 i d f eve r j n a IIIi 1d for III has a g a i n b r 0 ken 0 u t u po nth e

Allotments. Sidemoor. It appeal's that four hO\lses where the fe .••.er

1,35 been or now is at pr'csent, are supplied by one pump. The water,

i~. I should saS. unfit to drink. The closets are built against the

backs of t.llc houses, and must be in the present position, bad for

ttle Ilealth. Tile practice of emptying the closets into the gardens

is, I think, objectionable, unless the soil be dug into the ground

at once.tI

The foregoing may be I\arrowing to the reader but it is intended

to give a little of the back~nound to the founding of the Clive Lodge.

TEE GRA\lMAR SCHOOL

Dr. John Day Collis was nominated to be I!eadmaster by \:1'. T.H.

Cookes. Having been ordained to the priesthood in 1842 ile came to

Bromsgrove the following year at the age of 27 years with a very

dist~gUiShed record as a liOgulst~c and philological scholar and
teacher.

His immense vitality carried him into ;nany activities some of

which were Honorary Canon of Worcester, Justice of the I'eace fot

the County, and as a member of the :"eedlemakers Company he was

a freeman of the City of London,Vice President of the College of

Preceptors and of the Association for the Registration of School

masters, Cllairman of the Local Board and of the Poor Law Guardians.
a Trustee of the Recreation Ground and a founder of the Literary

and Scientific Institute but more to the point of this investigation

as a freemason he became Past ~aster and Grand Chaplain of the

~iddlesex Province.

lie took no part in the CUve Lodge ~O 81g; he did not even

visit it , but he must have been aware of the activities of the

Assistant \lasters he appoillted,one of whom, X.\;.Pas%cowicz was

already a freemason when he came to the School.

8 The ratiler-
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T I, era t 11c r' tan cS1 ed web 0 f ass 0 cia tion \d t. ri C n i v <: rsiL'y Col 1 ege ,

U!!lmarScllool and Church and the connection with freemasonry can

shown by tile following tables:-

Assistant 'Iasters at the School

X.\.Paszcowitcz

J.Il.lles

G.B.Pix

Old Oxonians

J .D.Collis WorcesterCollege1835

W.R.Villers

BaliolCollegecirca1809

Il.Aldham

WorcesterCollege"1827

G.B.Pix

LincolnCollege
"1843-

E.A.I\.Lechmere

St.:\1aryHall 1845

E.V.Amery

St.:\faryHall 1846

J.H.lles

LincolnCollege 1846

Old Boys of the School.

George Horton

E.\'.Amery

Parents with boys at School or potential
scholars whO attended later. -------
Ben j a m 1 n :\t a u n d

W.R.Villers

son entered circa 1841

" 11 11 1847

Francls Watt two sons entered 1849 &
son enteredlIarcourt Aldham

George !lorton

Vicars in the area.

Rev. lIarcourt Aldham,

/{ev. Thomas Housman

Rev. W.R.Villers

11 11

1856

1854

1856

Stoke Prior

Catshill

I3romsgrove.
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TilE WARRANT OF No.819 THE CUVE LODGE.

We will leave the Bromsgrove School for a while and return to it

and its influence,if any, on freemasonry in Bromsgrove later, and

resume our story by quoting in full the Grand Master's authoris

ation to constitute tre Lodge.

ALL A:'-iO EVERY OUR RIGHT WORSHIPFUL,WORSHIPFUL AND LOVIr\G BRETHREN

We, Thomas Dundas, EARL OF ZETLA~D, Baron Dundas

of Aske in The County of York &c.,&c.,&c.,

GRAND MASTER

the most Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons

of England

SE~D GREETI:'\G

KNOW YE that we by the authority and under t~sanction of the

United Grand Lodge of England vested in us for that purpose and at

the humble Petition of our Right Trusty and Well Beloved Brethren

Tho~s William Kinder, Xavier N.Pas&korvicz, Richard William JOhnson,

Thomas H.Wheeler, William Pettifer, William J.Windram"and Arthur

Kinder, do hereby constitute the said Brethren into a Lodge of Free

and Accepted Masons under the title or Denomination of

No. 819 THE CLIVE LODGE

The'said Lodge to meet at the Town Hall Bromsgrove Worcestershire

on the fourth Wednesday of every month empowering them in the said

Lodge when duly congregated to make pass and raise Free Masons

according to the Antient Custom of the Craft in all Ages and

Nations throughout the known world. And further at their said

Petition and of the great trust and confidence reposed in every

of the above named Brethren, WE DO APPOINT the said Thomas William

Kinder to be the first ~ASTER, and the said Xavler N.Paszkorvlcz

to be the first SE~IOR WARDEN and the said Richard William

JohB8nn to be the first JUNIOR WARDEN for opening and holding

the said Lodge and until such time as another~aster sball be

regalarly elected and installed. Strictly charging that every

\lember who shall be elected to preside over the said Lodge and

who must previously have duly served, as Warden in a Warranted

Lodge shall be installed in antient form and, according to the

Laws of the Grand Lodge and that he may thereby be fully

invested with the Dignities and Powers of his office. A:';DWE DO

require you the said Thomas William Kinder

To take-
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Jo t.8Ke speCIal care that all and every trle said 8rethren are oraye been regularly made Masons and that you and they and all the

ther meli.bers of the said Lodge do observe perform and keep the

awS Rules and Orders contained in the Dook of Constitutions and

11 others which may from time to time be made by our Grand Lodge

r transmitted by us or our Successors Grand ~a5ters or by our

eputy Grand Master for the time being. A~D WE 00 enjoin you to

ake such Bylaws for the Government of your Lodge as shall to the

ajority o~ the ~lembers appear proper, and necessary the same not

eing contrary or inconsistent with the General Lwws and R(gulations

f the Craft 3 Copy whereof you are to transmit to us. A~D WE DO

equire you to cause all such Bylaws and Regulations and also an

ccount of the proceedings in your Lodge to be entered in a book

o be kept for that purpose. And you are in nowise to omit to send

o us or our successors Grand Masters or to THE RIGHT HONOkABLE

lIARLES WORSLEY PELHAM, EARL OF YARBOROUGH, BARON YARBOROUGH,

AROS WORSLEY etc. etc.etc. OUR DEPUTY GRA~D MASTER or to the

eputy Grand Master for the time being at least once in every year

List of the Members of your Lodge and the names and descriptions

f all Masons initiated therein and Brethran who shall have joined

he same with the fees, and monies payable thereGn. It being our will

nd intertion that.:.his our WARRANT OF CONSTITUTGlNN shall continue

n force so long as you shall conform to the Laws and Regulations

f our Grand Lodge. AND you the said Thomas William Kinder are

urther required as soon as convenientjy may be to send us an

ccount in writing of what shall be done by virtue of these presents.

IVEN under our Hand and the Seal of the Grand Lodge at London

his 13th. January A..L.5849 A.D.1849

BY CO~~ASD of the M.W. Grand Master

sd) William tI.White. G.S.

(Sd) ZETLASD, G.~.

(sd) Yarborough. O.G.~.

The Warrant, of which the above is a copy, does not carry any

dorsements concerning the removal of the Lodge to [)udley or

anging the flame from Clive to Vernon. It remains" pure and

Sullied 11 to this day, so that until the Centenary Warrant

S issued in 1949 the Lodges at Uudley and Stourport-on-Severn

d their work with the Clive Warrant on display and even now

\e bot h W a f' raillsex h i bit ed .•.•hen the Ve rnon L0 dge i 5 illS e5 5 ion
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THE CL lYE LO:JGE ~o.819 THRot:r;H THE YEARS 1849 - 1856

4th April It'1~ the first meeting was lleld in the Town lIall

Bromsgrove b Dispensation and 1I\'IS attended by Bro.Dr. Roden

the Deputy Provincial Grand Master and sev~n visitors.

The five who held the Lodge were :

Thomas Henry Wheeler P.\l.:\o. 348 W.\l.pro tem

Tho.as William Kinder W.M. Elect

Xavier ~.Paszkowicz

Richard W.Johnson

S.w.

J.W.

"
"

Arthur Kinder Secretary.

but as only the last four were to continue the Clive Lodge it

was necessary to have another member to hold further' lodges so

'Ir. Henry Kinder of London, proposed by Thos. W.Kinder,seconded

by Bro. R.W.JohBBDn was balloted, accepted and initiated as was

also Mr. Edward Watton as a Serving Brother.

Three proposals for Joining Members were accepted,

Bro. F. I.L.Wyatt No.348 St. John's Lodge, Leicester

B rOeGeorgePixNo.460ApolloLodge,Oxford

Bro.

B.Maund No.378ApolloLodge,Alcester

writt.en

inthe :\Hnutesas AlcesterLodge

Two

ca :didatesforinitiationwereproposed,Mr.JohnReeveof

London and Mr. John H.Sanders, Architect of Derby but nothing

more was ever recorded of these gentlemen in the proceedings

of Clive Lodse.

~~ •..a~i()n"J and Installation of the Clive Lodge No. 819.

The following is an extract form the Freemason's Quarterly

~agazine and Review 1850. ;-

BROMSGROVE ---- On Wednesday the 11th. of July 1849, the pleasing

c~currence took place of the institution of a lodge of the time

honoured socieI;. of Freemasons in this town. It is now many years

since the last Lodge of ~asons held here was finally closed

Owing to what circumstances we know not, but we are certain that the

Witnesses of the revival of the craft here will not ~edily
forget the day spent by them in assisting at the PlaJting again

of its glorious flag of peace in this ancient town

The ceremonies of consecration and installation we."e

performed by the Officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge of

Worcestershire, peeiided over by the D.P.G.M.

12
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I
I

,-..IBro.Roden '1.1)., Mayor of Kidderminster, who discharged his

larduous duties in a most eng:,ging and accurate l1lanner. The lodgeI
was held in the Townhall, a circumstance, as it happens, most

certainly not to be regretted for a moment in any respect, but

IwhiCh was nevertheless in a considerable degree the result of an

lextraordinary hallucination we may almost say) on the part of

lan individual. The promoters of the Clive Lodge, acting in the

iusual way, wished to attach it to the most respectable inn in

ithe town, and which, as it happened in this case, ~s exceedinglyI

jlWell adapted for their purpose. The proprietor, however entertaineda mos t erron el'Ss not ion of the soc iety; it seems to have been regarded

by him as little better than an affiliated branch of the terrible

Vehme-Gerichte, or " tribunal of secret avengers" He would have

nothing to do with secret societes; nor would he be reasoned into

~ belief in the innocence and worthy objects of an institution

which numbered among its most active members the father of her

gracious ~ajesty, and has only lately been deprived by death of

the careful, zealous, arid truly fraternal superintendence of her

Majesty's beloved uncle, the Duke of Sussex. Shut out from taking

their ease in an inn, the brethren found refuge in the Town-hall,

the use of which was most liberally granted to them by the respected

trustees, on the solicitation of Bro. Maund, one of its members.

The scene pr~nted by the solemn convocation and religiousI
nature of the rites performed in the hall on this occasion

contrasted curiously in the mind's-eye with our remembrance, from

repeated experience, of passages of justice between man and man,

or between our Sovreign Lady the Queen and divers of her erring

lieges, which we had witnessed in that room; good will to man and

humble faith to God met the ear in every intonation; while the

other, alas: hatred and malice toward man, neglect of and

irreverence to the Diety, were too frequently the chief character

istdcs. To us, the contrast of the scene was truly impressive

and grateful.

""ost of the brethren having arrived soon after two o'clock

a selection of officers for the day from different lodges in the

province,took place in the adjoinin~ room, when a procession to

the lodge room was formed, the visito~ being previously seated,

and the members of the new lodge sitting immediately round the

lodge in Lhe centre, which was properly covered.

The lodge-
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The lodge having been opened in the first degree, the

p~iminary prayer was offered up by the Chaplain Bro. the Rev.

Paszkowicz and an ode, " Hail Universal Lord" was sung by the

Brethren.

The Prove Grand Secretary ( the V.W.Bro. Ilodges, W.M.of Lodge

\0. 173 ) made a formal application for the constitution of the

lodge, and for that purpose read the petition, warrant ,and

dispensation. This being acceded to, the minutes of the preuious

transactions were read and approved of, and the brethren of the new

lodge publicly signified their approbation of the brethren named

in the warrant as Master and Wardens.

An oration was then delivered by the D.P.G.~1., which did

infinite credit to his masonic learning, and which 4litited warm

encomiums from the brethren.

The lodge having been opened in the second and third degrees,

the preparatory consecration prayer followed, and the lodge was

uncovered and perfumed.

After the first clause of the consecration prayer, there was

a general response by all the brethren with the grand honours

once,and the acting G.M. and Wardens sprin~ed the elements on the

lodge thrice. Next was an invocation by the Chaplain, and the

response with grand honours twice, and the consecration prayer

was then conclud~ another response being given with grand honours

thrice.

The lodge was then covered; and an appropriate anthem was sung.

The brethreb of the new lodge then formed a procession round the

lodge once, saluting in the east, south and west. The lodge was

then duly constituted with geand honours five times.

The ceremony of Installation then succeeded, and' waa as

ably performed by the worthy D.P.G.M. as the former ceremony.

The brethren named in the warrant of constitution,were Bro.Kinder

W.M.; Bro. Rev. Paszkowicz, S.W. and Bro. Johnson, J.W •• The O.P.G.M.

was ably assisted in the Wardens chair by Bro. Benne~ P.S.G.W.,

and by tl ro. G ri ffith s, W. \of. 0 f L0 dge ~ 0 • 349, and B l' 0 • P •Pro v •

Grand Secretary.

The W.\l.elect stated that the brethren of the I ew Lodge owed

a deep debt of gratitude to the W.Bro. Roden, for his very great

kindness and cosideration to the brethren; for his exertions in

procuring the warrant, and for the able manner in which he had

Performed the ceremonies of the day.

lie therefore-
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J, e therefore proposed to record upon the minutes as their first

act, a resolution warmly thanking him for his valuable services.

T 11i5 was dui Y sec 0 nded , and car ried •

On the motion of the W.\I., a similar cO'llpliment was a.lso

unanimously .'warded to the W.Bro. Hodges, P tl.Sec.for the active

part he had taken in the f~ation of the lodge.

It is impossible to eulogise too highly the truly masonic

~anner in which the working of the lodge was conducted, but indeed

it could not be otherwise in the hands of Craftsmen so experienced

and erudite as the various brethren we have named.

The banquet was seeved at half-past five; it consisted of, if

not all, a most admirable selection of the delicacies of the season,

and was supplied by Bro.Watton of the George Inn, a hostelry

closely adjoining the town-hall and which~ if it never enjoyed

fame previously for having daintily furnished forth good men's

feasts, has by its complete success on this occasion acquired an

ample title to be considered among the Al in the long and

illustrious schedule of masonic purveyors. What need we say more?

the Craft has from all time been famed for an enlightened and wise

erudition i~gastronomy; and Bro. Watton's efforts on this occasion

amply entitled him to be admitted into the illustrious band of

its caterers.

----------0 0 0 -~--------

\ote 1. Bro. Watton was initiated on 4th April 1849 as a Serving

Brother and Tyler.

\ote 2 The phrase "----- and the members of the new lodge

sitting immediately round the lodge in the centre, which
r

was properly covered U___ shows that the "lodge was one

probably in the form of a tracing board covered with a

cloth either on the floor or on a table, a labour-saving

device developed from the earliest times when the "Lodge"

was drawn with charcoal or chalk on the floOI" to be

rubbed out when the lodge was closed.

The Clive Lodgt-
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l.lle Clive Lodge :\0.819 through the years 1849-1856.

continued:-

As it \\-ould try ttle patit:nce of the reeder to follow the events

r the lodge by a detailed account. of the \1inut.es,the chief occasions

nd decisions will now be given in a shortened form with a s~parate

ist of Jllitiate~ and Joining ~embers given as an appendix.

~~9 W.~.Bro T.W.Kinder

Bro. Frederic I.L. Wyatt gave 11 a handsome sword for' the use

f the Tyler tI. Bro. R.W.Johson presented 11 A handsome set 0: Dooks

or the lodge use ".

It had obviously been decided that the December meeting should

e the Inst.allation date as Bro. T.W.Kinder was re-elected and

antinued as W.~.

850. W.M.Bru. T.W.Kinder.

Bro. Arthur Kinder gave " three handsome candlesticks " and the

.M. announced that the pedestal, platforms and candlestick

edestals were presented to the Lodge by Bra. R.W.Johnson and

imself.

In the absence of Bra. T.W.Kinder,W,~.,a visitor Bro. Joseph

ennett P.~.No.349 acted in his stead and conducted a Passing anda

aising ceremonies on the 24th. April 1850 and again OR 20th.

ovember 1850 when he performed an Initiation,Passing and kaising.

At the meeting in June the Festival of St. John the Baptist

as held. Whether this was an acknowledgement of the Patron Saint

f the Parish Church o~ Ijromsgrove or a continuation of a custClm

f St. John's Lodge in Leicester is not known but the ~inutes note

hat the lodge was " called off " and closed after refreshments

hich was a custom in Leicester and probably many other lodges.

ht:W.:'-1.Bro.T.W.Kinder presented a Bible on retiring from the

and ~er on Bro. Benjamin ~aund gave a cushion to support it.

W.~.Bro. Richard William Johnson.

At the first meeting of the year on 15th January a P.~. Jewel

presented to Bro. T.W.Kinder. A visitor, Bro. \1acl:in acted as

.~. in the absence of Bro. Johnson or 19th ~arch but no ceremony

'a~ worked and on 13th. August the Lodge was not opened, there not

elng sufficient number of brethren present, neither was ther- a

el'emony on 10th. September when Bro. ~Iachin again occupied the

hair intlle absence of Bro. R.\\'.Johnson. On the 12th.~ovemlJer the

was again allsent, Bro. T.W.Kinder acting in his stead and there

not sufficient members attended to open the LOdge on 10th Uecember

.;. ...•
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EXTRACT FRO\1 BERROW~S WORCESTER JOURNAL 17t.h. JUNE 1852---------------------------
PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF A\CIENT FREE AND ACCEPTEO

\~SONS OF ENGLA~D FOR THF. PRCVINCE OF WORCESTER

THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL

PROVINCIAL

HENRY

GRAND

c. VERNON ESQ.

MASTER

JOHN BROOKE HYDE ESQ.

D. P. G. M.

Wednesday.

The usual annual meet.ing of t.he Masonic Bret.hren of t.he

Province of Worcest.er was held t.his day at t.he Clive Lodge ~o.819

Town Hall, Bromsgrove, to t.ransact t.he necessary business of t.he

Proviace and t.o elect. and appoint. officers for t.he ensuing year.

The ''Clive Lodge" &olds it.s meet.ings at. t.he Town Hall, but. as

that. room was required for banquet.ing purposes, t.he Lodges

( by dispensat.ion from t.he R.W.P.G.Master ) were permit.t.ed to

assemble at. t.he Golden Cross Hot.el, where every accommodation was

kindly offered t.o the Brethren.

The Right Worshipful Grand Mast.er,who we are glad to observe,

is looking in better healt.h than when at Worcest.er last year, was

received by t.he " Clive Lodge ", and he commenced t.he ceremony of

opening the Provincial Grand Lodge bet.ween twelve and one o'clock

at.which time about. 100 of t.he Brethren from the Lodges at Worcester

Stourbridge, Dudley and Kidderminst.er,had assembled, wit.h a good}y

number of ~asonic visit.ors from Birmingham and neighbouring places.

A'r'ongthem we observed Brothers John Brooke Hyde O.P.G.\I. fOI' the

Province of Worcester; E.A.lI.Lechmere P.S.G.Oeacon and W.\t.Semper

Fidelis Lodge 772.. Worcester, Richard W.JohB90n P.S.G. Warden;

F•T •E Igie, P. G •T rea sur er; J0hn " achi n P. G •R eg i5trar r 0 r \'t arw ick
Sllire; A.C.llooper P.J.G.Warden and WJ". of t.he Worcester Lodge,349j

Joseph Bennett P.P.s.\~.Warden P.'1. of 349 and 772, Wor"cesterj

B.L.Stable-
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1'.\1.R19; Edward Giles, P.P.G.Direct.or of Ceremonies, S.W. 772,

~crcester; A Patterson, Uudley, P.P.G.Deacon, 313 and 338: Vejue,

Bath, ~.1 328; WaIter Cobley772 Worcester; Wm.Evans, London, Grand

Steward; W.\fasefield, Dudley,313 PPGW~rden; H.Wainwright, Dudley,730

p.p.G.Registrar; lIallam, P.P.G.S.Warden for Staffordshire; Charles

,-':urran,P.G.SwordBearer; John Rat.eman, 313 Dudley; Edward Dudley,

\\.\'.730,Dudley; Henry Peyton, The Bartons, Ledbury; E.J.Willett,

Bath, 328; Joseph Alston. 824; W.Barnes,S.W.730; Henry Causer,824

stourbridge; Dr. Fitch,615; Burton, P.~. 786, Thomas Porter, 523,

Francis \lellard, 824; Richard P.llunt, Kidderminster,523; P.P.G.Deacon:

J.D.Brown, S.w. 523; J.F.Horns0y, J.W. 819; G.R.Shaw J.D.313;

~.D.Dennison, P.~.313; Dr. Burton. P.M.786; Weldon, P.~.696;

pringle, ••~.824;

What took place in the Lodge we are of course unable to saate

to our readers, Freemasonry being at Bromsgrove as it is all over

the world " a deep and impenetrable secret " to all but those who

are initiated into the craft. We therefore suppose the business of

the LOdge was concluded at half-past two o'clock, for at that time

there were strong indications in the " outer world " that the LOdges

were preparing to proceed in procession. The bretheen having taken

their places according to their various ranks, and having been

properly marshalled under the experienced judgement of the P.G.

uirectors of Ceremonies, marched off with stately step to the fine

old parish church, where an admirable and truly Masonic sermon,

replete with Gospel tl'uth, was preached by the Rev. Charles Eckershall

Rector of All Saints, Worcest~r, and Provincial Grand Chaplain of t.he

Province. The Rev. Gentleman t(,ok for his text Job,28th chap., 12th.

and 15th verses being part of ~he lesson for the evening. "Where

s~.allwisdom be found and where is the place of understandin:;? It

cannot be got.ten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the

price thereof." lie said ~ Job, who spoke thus of the worth 0;-

wisdom, in a book written before the time of ~oses, if not a ~ason

himself,yet would serve as a pattern by which ~asons after him

might square their actions; being wise above his fellows in all thing::

.•..hich the earth,,·r air, or sea produces, especially in his knowledge

and sublime descIiption of the power and other attributes of the

great Creator, and showing forth in his life the true end of

wi sdom
(to demonstrate -
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~( to demonstrate which indeed was the object of the preacher's

discourse throughout ) in that he was a " man that wes perfect

and upright , one that feared God, ane eschewed evil." Solomon

also was wise in the same m~ner , and his great wisdom also, taught

him the fear of the Lord. The preacher then went on to distinguish

true from false wisdom, and said that Masonry would materially

assist each faithful and docile servant of the art in his search

after true wisd?m,i.e.,Masonry, not separate from religion, and

teaching anything distinct from and unconnected with religion; but

~asonrY,as it is, the bhndmaid of reltgion, the teacher and

expositor of the word of God. He then reviewed the different periods

of the world lying in darkness in the time of Noah and Abraham,

who endeavoured to illumina~e it with the light of truth; and

afterwards in the time when that " Great Light which shined in tha

darkness," appeared though" the darkness comprehended it not It;

and said that ~asonry was of old called, and still is denominated

Lux, or Light, which of old first taught the initiated the great

secret of the one true God, and which, in these days, kindling

its torch at the one only source, the fire of the Holy Spirit,

illuminating the page of truth, shews to the searcher after know

ledge, the enquirer into the hidden things of God, many a treasure

of wisdom and goodness, which, if not concealed from him before,

comes out to view in clearer, brighter colours; and while its

benignant rays fall widely upon men of different creeds, the

faithful and observant Mason cannot fail to discern, amid all the

significant symbols and ceremonies of his order, the true wisdom

of the Gospel; and that in all its mysteries the one which stands

most clearly and conclusively revealed, is the mystery of the Cross.

The musical portion of the service was cgducted by Brother

Jabez Jones, P.G.Organist, assisted by Mr. Tirbutt, organist of

Bromsgrove.

After the se rmon a co llec tion was made among the B re th ren and

Congregation, the amount of which will be devoted to the ma~{enance

ot th& Orphan Boys~ and Girls' Schools in connection with the craft,

and to the schools established at Catshill, of which parish Brother

Thomas Houseman (sic) S.W. of the Clive Lodge, is the respected

incumbent. The collection amounted to £14 45 5d.

The procession-
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The procession, which was of some length, both in going to and ~

returning from the sacred edifice, was preceded by part of the Band

of the Queen's Own Worcestershire Yeomanry Cavalry, which was placed at

at the disposal of the " Clive LOdge" by the kindness of Col. Clive

and Captain Emmott; and which with the gay costumes and decoratioBs

of the Brethren--- the elegant but- mysterious looking banner. ~~-

the beautiful fineness of the weather ( after an inau8ple~OBS

morning ) - the ringing of the bells - contributed to make the

rospitable people of Bromsgrove appear as gay as though it were a

general holiday prepared especially for them. The streets were

thronged with gazers, and every window had its complement of smiles

and fair faces to greet the Brethren as they proceeded along. The

reason for only half of the band attending was in consequence of

capt. Taylor's annual celebration of " Waterloo Day" at Moseley

lIall, taking place at the same time, but this portion of it rendered

themselves very effective by the excellency of their performance.

The procession was arranged to be in the following order:-

Tyler with a drawn sword.

Union Flag

Ba.nd of Music

Union Flag

Visiting Brethren two and two

Rough Ashlar, borne on a Pedestal.

The Private Lodges of the Province of Worcestershire

in the following order:

Lodge of Berseverance ( Dudley ) ~o.838.

Tyler with a drawn Sword.

Two Deacons

Stewards

Secretary

Treasurer

Cha.plain

P. ~faster

Two Wardeas

The Lodge Banner

Master

Lodge of Stability-
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Lodge of Stability ( Stourbridge ) ~o. 824.

Brettlren two and two and officers as before

Clive Lodge,( Bromsgrove ), No.819

Brethren two and two

Officers

Lodge Semper Fidelis, ( Worcestel' ), ~o. 772

Brethren two and two.

Officers

Royal Standard Lodge~ ( Uudley ) No.730.

Brethren two and two.

Officers

Hope and Charity LOdge,( Kidderminster ) So.523

Brethren two and two

Officers.

Worcester Lodge, ~0.349.

Brethren two and two.

Officers

The Perfect Ashlar, borne on a Pedestal before the

W.~. of the Senior Lodge

By a member of his own Lodge.

LOdge Banner

W.M.

Visitors of distinction, as Provincial Grand Masters

Officels of the Grand Lodge of England

Provincial Grand Tyler, with a Sword.

Union Flag

Provincial Grand Purauivant

Tracing Board of the 1st. Degree

Past Prov. Grand Deacons, and other Past Prov. Grand

Officers, below the rank of P.P. Grand Wardens

Tracing Board of the 2nd. Degree

Provincial Grand Deacons, bearing the Warden's Pillars

Provincial Grand Organist

Provincial Grand Architect

Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies

Tracing Board of the 3rtl. Uegree

Book of Constltutions, on a Pedostal.

P.G.Secretary-
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P.G.Steward

with a wand

P.G.Secretary.

P.G.

R.egi&trar.

(
The

Volumeofthe L
P.G.Steward

(
(

Sacred
Law,Squareand)

(

Compasses,borneona)
with
a wand

(

)

(

crimsonvelvetcushion)

(

openatNumbersCh.10)

)

Provincial Grand Chaplain

Past Provincial Grand Wardens two and two.

(
TheeorinthianLight

)

P.G.Steward
(

)P.G.Steward

with

a wand(TheIonicTheDoric)
with

a wand

(
LightLight

)

P .G. Sunrard

with a wand

(
(
(

P.G.J.W., with a gavel

P.S.G.W., with a gavel

The Globes

Past D.P.Grand Master

Mace Bearers

The P.G.Sword Bearer

Prov. G.Master

)
)
)

P.G.Steward

with a •• nd

Union Flag

Two Stewards, with wands

Two Tylers, with drawn swords

-------0 0 o~-----

The Banquet was served in the Town Hall, soon after the return

of the Brethean from Church and as far as the seasen would allow

'as of the most recherche description and admirably served by the

host and hostess of the George Inn, assisted by Mrs. Cook who may"
be cosidered the" Gunter It of Bromsgrove; they used every endeav-I

Our to please the palates of the most fastidious of the fraternity

and proved themselves presently successful in theIr catering. The

banqueting room was prettily festooned and decorated with flowers

and the tables, laid out with a display of vases, candelabra etc.,

in addition to the first rarities of the season, evidence of the

application of taste and refinement of no common occurence on

SUch occasions.
We must not-
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A, nust not omit to mention that che reception given by the" Clive

Ledge 11 to tlle assembled craft, cannot fail to be duly responded to

!J~en they meet their Brethren 11 At home ". It must have proved a

delightful day to all parties.

We are preclud~ from giving the admira~le ~asonic speeches which

~e can conceive would be uttered upon this as on previous occasions;

o~r express, however left Bromsgrove during the time the Urethren

,,(I'echeerfully engaged in discussing the merits of the good things

placed before them --- these were no doubt very accepta~le and greatly
or

enjoyed after the" toils 11 of so impo,tant a day in the annals of

Freemasonry.

The following were the Brethren appointed as Officers for 1852/3 •

P •Se ni0r G. War den B rot her E. A •H •Le chmer e W!\I 772

P.Junior G.Warden Brother F.T.Elgie P.M.349

P.G.Chaplain Brother the Rev. C.Eckersall 349

P.G.Treas~rer Brother Wm. Masefield P.~.730

P.G.Registrar Brother J.F.Hornsby J.W.819

P.G.Secretary Brother D.W.Nash 349

P.Senior G.Deacon Urother E.G,Stone S.W.34S

P.Junior G.Deacon Brother T.Stevenson W.M.838

P.G.Supt. of Works Brother C.Curran P.M.824

P.G.Dir. of Ceremonies ~~ Brother R.~arten P.~.824

P.G.Asst. D.of Ceremonies -Brother Wm. Pringle W.M.824

P.G.Sword Bearer Brother E.Hopkins 772

P.G.Organist Brother Jabez Jones 349 and772

P.G.Pursuivant Brother H.~.Wainwright 730

Provincial Grand Stewards-- BI thers ~aund, Bromsgrove;
£.rur

T.Harris,Stone'l; the Rev. lIousJDan, Catshill; J.Heming,
Stourbridge; L.'~inchall, Bromsgrove; and Geo. Deeley,Dudley.

P.G.Tyler -- Brother Stanley 772

We wil endeavour to find room next week for those omissions

which shortness of time may possibly have caused us to

commit in this report.

Author' 5 ~ote; There was nothing further in tile following

week.

1852.W.\I.bro. Ilarcourt Aldham __
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1" ~~:!. We". Bro. Jlarcourt Aldham.

The two meetings followillg the installation 01'1 Bro. Aldham

on 21st. January were abandoned" there not being sufficient

nUmber 0 f m em bers " as thl m i nut es recor d, an d i t i5 pro bab 1Y

appropriate, at this point, to review the state of the lodge.

r the Founders named in the Petition, two »rethren, W.Pettifer

3,l d W. J •Win dram, did not sub scri bet 0 0r j 0 inth e L0dge. Brot her s

:r:omas William Kinder, Xavier Paszkowicz, Richard William Johnson

and Thomas Wheeler, although subcribing to, were not attending lodge

50 that the initial impetus created by the forming of the Lodge was

noW slowing down and another Brother, Arthur Kinder had confirmed

his resignation and a copy of his letter dated 3rd March 1852 is given

in the appendix. Bro. A.Kinder was now the proprietor of the

coachbuilding firm at the Tything, Worcester, which had been reling

uished by his father Thomas Kinder,Esq., whose elder son Thomas

William was engaged in railway carriage building.

The Wo~hiPful Master, Bro. Harcourt Aldham was having veryI'

little support. There were eight Initiates, prior to Bro. Aldham

assuming the Chair of the Lodge, and one Joining member, all of

whom came to Bromsgrove as a means to an end, and that was to become

a M.M. for on reaching that sub 1ime degree they did not attend.

Five of them came from London and were sponsored by Bro. R.W.

Johnson who himself lived at Holloway Place, London in \847.

Of such transitory brethren support could not be expected. The only

faithful, regularly attending and sustaining brethren were Brothers

Benjamin ~aund, Frederick Hornsby, Luke Minchall, Thomas Housman,

and Dr. George Horton.

The meeting held on 5th May saw the election of a Joining

~ember from the Apollo Lodge No. 460 ( Oxford University ) Bro.

John Hodgaon lIes who was S.W. of No. 460 on joining Clive Lo~ge.

He was a keen ritualist and erudite scholar and he became master

of the Lodge before the year was out, and along .with him came one

of his contemporaries at Oxford, Bro. E.A.H.Lechmere a Past

Secretary of Apollo Lodge and W.M. of Semper Fidelis Lodge in

Worcester. Bro. llef> was instrumenta! in recru.lting three Initiates

who, !ike hi'''self were Clerks (ill Holy Orders) one of whom Rev.

G.F.H.Foxton introduced a gentleman, Francis Watt Esq., and Rno.

Luke ~inchall proposed B.H.Sanders Esq •• This small spate of new

IIIembe r5, CO'1 bin ed wit h the pu lJ 1 ie spceta c !e 0 f the Pro vincia I G ran d

LOdge meeting already described, should have invigorated and strength

-ened the Lodge and indeed, the number of members attending did rise.

18 5 3. W. \1 • 13 r 0 • J. I;
lle!"-

!
!
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rI~}.w. \, • B ro. J 0hn Hod gson I1e5 •
The first meeting under the new ~aster decided to meet on Mondays

,nstead of Wednesdays, perhaps this was due to the traditiona" day- {)rf "

ef the clergy being "'onday.

At the second meeting the W.M. delivered the Charge to Bro.B.B.

~anders and also gave an explanation of the 1st. T.B. This is the

flrst and only reference to this part of the ritual in the lifetime

~f the Lodge

At the meeting held on 21st February 1853 there were two Initiatioas

~nd a ~assing and those in March and April were equally busy but

the \linutes of 23rd \1ay have no labour recorded except that a ~roposal

"as negatived, that of having" dining" instead of " Supping" a

negation that seems at variance with a resolution adopted at the

following meeting, that the stock of wine should be sold, but it

~akes sense when another proposal is passed to change the meeting

place from the Town Hall to the Golden Cross. This latter suggestion

did not come into effect.

No ceremony is recorded for 17th. October but the scholarly

and diligent W.M. explained the signs, words etc., of our Ancient Order.

t854. W.~1.Bro. Thomas Housman.

On the 14th. :'\ovember, B ro. T .1I0usman was e lected ~1asterand

then comes a remarkable gap in the records for on the 11th September

1854,10 months after, the ~inutes state that four members only

attended Lodge with no labour undertaken. On the 9th. October Bro.

lles, P.'I., proposed, and it was carried, that the Lodge meet only

quarterly in February, ~ay, August and November and on the 15th.

of the later month Bro. lIes was elected W.". for the ensuing

year and he resumed the Chair for the second time at the December

meeting. Bro. Housman did not have the pleasure of ~siding

over one ceremony.

1855. W.~.Bro. J.H.Iles.

The 14th ~ay was the next meeting and the ever-zealous W.".

delivered a lecture on the" :'I1ysteriesof the Craft"

r

26th ~ovember 1855

Preser,t. Bro. J.B.lles W .,~ •

" T.Housman 5.W. pro tern.

"
"
"
"
"

JLAldham J.W.

F.Watts 5.0.

G.lJorton J.D.

B.H. Sanders I.G.

Bubball Tyler
"" •••.i

" "

p,ro. Smith
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~ Bro.Smith was raised.

" After due discussion it was unanimously determined that

" owing to want of members and short attendance at Lodge,

11 the Clive Lodge No. 819 be dissolved, its Warrant returned

" to Grand Lodge and its fUJ'niture sold; any surplus funds

" to be given to Masonic Charities 11

--------x X x--------

My Lord,

I have the hODour

to tmnsmit to your Lordship

the Minutes of the last Meeting

of the Clive Lodge, and am

Bromsgrove

July 22, 1856

~1y

Very

Your

Lord,

obediently

& fraternally

Lordship's

Humble Servant.

Benjamin Maund

Clive Lodge No.819.

Held at the Golden Cross Hotel,agreebly:to

Special ~otice, on Monday the 30th day of June 1856

Present.

BrotherlIesW.M.
"

MinchallS.W.
"

HortonJ.W.protern.

11

SandersJ.D,
11

MaundHon.Sec

"
HollierP. :>1.313

"
WrightHor.Sec.838

11

Wiggington
,."313

The

lodgewasopenedinthefirstdegree,andthe\linutes

of the last Lodge were read.

It ""as resolved unanhlo\'.:>ly that the Resolution of the last

Lodge regarding ~he Dissolution of the Clive Lodge be not

confirmed, and it.5 Warrant not returned to Grand Lodge.

26
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Resolved unanimously that its Surplus Funds be

reserved for the relief of poor deserving Masons

residents of Bromsgrove.

The following Brethren whose names were transmitted

to each member of the Clive Lodge as proposed

joining members, were the balloted for, and

duly Elected Members of the Clive Lodge, namely,

Brother, The Rev,. A.G.Davies, W.~. 730

" George H.Deeley, Iron Founder, Dudley P.\!. 83~

" E11i0tt H01 U er, Chemist, Dudiey, P.\1. 313

" Samuel H.Blackwell, Iron Master, Dudley, P.\1.313

" James Worley, Agent, Dudley, P.~.313

" G.B.Lowe, Solicitor, Dudley 838

" Thoma~ W~ight, Agent, Dudley, Hon.Sec. 838

". %;8.S.i~b. Aceowmta-nt, Dudley, 838

" William Wiggington, Architect, Dudley, Sec. 313

" Henry Roper, Surveyor, Dudley, 298

" William Timmins, Glas Merchant, Dudley, 838

" B.Bayley, Chemist, Dudley, 838

" William Holland, Builder, Dudley, 313

" Zachariah Round, Plasterer, Dudley, 313

It was proposed by the W.M., andseconded by the S.W.

and carried unanimously, that it is expedient that

the Warrant of the Clive Lodge, No. 819 be transferred

to Dudley, concurrent with the Sanction of the G.M.

and P.G.~. ~,
It was proposed by the W.M. and secoded by Bro HortonI

that the Bye-laws of this Lodge be suspended till

revised by a Committee to be appointed for that purpose.

It was proposed by Brother Hollier and Seconded by

Brother Wright that Brother Alexr. G.Davies be elected

W.". of the Clive Lodge for the ensuing year.

It was proposed by Brother Hollier, and seconded by

Brother Wright that Brother Wigginton be elected

Treasurer of the Clive Lodge for the ensu.lng year

It was ploposed -
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It was proposed by Brother Wigganton, and seconded by

Brot:ler llo11ier, that Brother John Jeffs be elected

Tyler of the Clive Lodge f~r the ensuing year.

It was proposed by the W.\I. and seconded by the lIon.Sec.

Ulat Brothers, Hollier, Davies,. Wigginton, Deeley, and

Wright be a Sub-Committee for revising the Bye-laws of

the Clive Lodge.

It was proposed by Brother Bollier and seconded by Brother

Wright that the Title of the~Clive Lodge" be changed to

"'le :'non" and that the P.G.M. be prayed to approve the same.

It was proposed by Brother Wright and se~onded by

Brother Wigginton that the following Gentlemen, viz.

lsc. Willday, Gent., Wood Setton,near Sedgley

John Chinn, Manager of the Goods Depa~tment

Great Bridgf. near Tipton.

Edwin Poole, Accountant, Dudley

be Candidates for the Mysteries.

The Lodge was closed in the first degree.

The Lodge was closed in Harmony.

( Sgd. ) W.~1.

Ben j amin '"aund.
Hon.Sec.
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Clive Lodge ~o. 819

At a regular ~eeting of the Members of the

Clive Lodge ~0.819 held at The Golden Cross (pursuant

to notice on Wednesday August 27th 1856

present:-

l~ro. the Rev. J.B.lles W.\t. Bro. :\Hnchall S.D.

tI IIm. Wigginton .s S.W. tI B Bagley as J.D.

" Housman It J.W. " Horton " I.G.

" B .Maund Secy." Hubball Tyler

Lodge was opened in the first degree & the circul~r

convening the Lodge was read.

The Minutes of the Lodge of June the ~Oth./56 were

read and unanimously confirmed

Resolved It That the Installation and Investiture of the

Revd. Bro. A.G.Davies (M.A.\ P.M. of 730 and Provincial

Grand Chaplain, the W.M. elect of It The Vernon It do

Take place at the Old Town Hall, Dudley, on Wednesday

the t7th day of September 1856 - that being the day

appointed by The Right Worshipful Bro. H.C.Vernon,

The P.G.M. of the Province, for his performance of

that ceremony.

Resolved " That the report. of the Committee appointed

to revise the Bye-laws together with the Bye-laws as

amended be received and adopted.

The following Candidates for Initiation into the

~ysteries of the Craft, were then respec~ively

balloted for and unanimously elected.--

" lsiah Wil1dey, Gentleman, Wood-setton ~r. Dudley

John Chinn, Goods Manager, Great Bridge,
Rail~ Station

Edwin Poo1e, Accountant, The Henage, Dudley

The following Brethren were the severally balloted for,

and unanimously elected as join.e:ng\lembers of " The Vernon"

Bro. the Revd. E.A.Gwynne P.M.435 and P.G.Chaplain
for Staffordshire

Bro. William Finch,730 Paper ~anufacturer, Dudley Port.

~othing further offering for the good ~asonry in general or

this Lodge in particular. -Lodge was closed in due form.
Lodge was closed in Harmony.

John Ilodgson lIes.
Benjamin \laund

\'1'. ".

lion. Secy.
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~asonic, Civic and Academic details of Uembers

of the Clive Lodge ~o.819

Age 42Clergyman

Age

32

Age

11

Age

7

son

wife

daughter

V.H.

Ann

P.K.

!larcourt Aldham

Second son of George of Plymouth,

Wcrr8ster College, Oxford, matriculated 26th April 1327 age 18.

B.A.1831; vicar of Stoje Prior 1842.

He was curate at Handsworth before being Vicar of Stoke and

went on to be Ho~. Canon of St. Winwoloe, in Truro Cathedral.

He had a son Vernon Harcourt Aldham who entered Bromsgrove

School in 1854.

His household per the Census 1851, residence Vicarage, Stoke Prior

Harcourt Aldham

and two female servants.

Clive Lodge No.819;

Made. 10/10/1849.

S.W. 18/12/1850

F.e. 14/ 11/1849

W• :\1• 2 1/1 /1 8 5 2

~1.M. 2/1/1850

Attended 31 meetings out of a possible 55

EdmundVerdon Amery

Second sonof John of Birmingham county Warwick.

Brasenose College; matriculated 9th June 1846 age 18

B •A •St. \1aryHa 11 185 1; ~,.A • 1853 •

Was a student at Bromsgrove School from 1841

born 21st Jt.dy ,son of J.Amery, Park House, Stourbridge.

Sometime Curate of Bromsgrove, Vicar of ~laisemore, Gloucester.

Clive Lodge No. 819;-

Made. 21/2/1853 F.C. 21/3/1853 M.~.25/4/1853.

Attended 5 meetings out of a possible 14.

~cis Frederic Collins

16th. Lancers, Hounslow.

15th January 1851 proposed by Bro. Capt. Emmott, seconded by

Bro. }{.W •J 0hnson; e Iect ed 1.:~.not h ing fur the r re cor ded .

Charles Cresswel1
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recorded.

:\1.\1.12/2/1851
The "Unutes merely saate "obligat.ed

F.C. 21/8/1 ~••,0

rharles Cresswe11.

Pro p0 sed by B r0 • 11.A 1dham, nos eC0 f.der 0 r ba110 t
in the minutes

Residence, Worcester,

M.~.20/ 11 /1850 by a visiting brother Bro. J.
Pennett P.~. No.Z48

Bro. Cresswell is recorded as having attended only one other meetirg.

profession, Solicitor.

~3de. 26/6/1850 the Festival Of St. John,Bro. Dr. W.Rodea D.P.G.~.

attended.

William Emmott

Residence Tutnell, Worcestershire, profession Captain W.Y.C.

The Clive Lodge:-

Joined, 8/8/1849 F.C. 15/1/1851

proposed as joining member by Bro. T.W.Kinder, seconded by

Bro. R.W.Joh nson

On ~eturn to U.G.L. with payments up to 30th June 1850 the W.M.

T.W.Kinder writes the following memo;-

" Captain Emmott was initiated August 4th 1808 in the Royal

Lancashire Lodge then ~o. 182 now 133, this is all the information

I can obtain- he has proved himself a Master Mason (sic) and at

the last return I entered him as a joing member at 2/6d to,
Grand Lodge. he is desiro\ls.:of having his certificate- can it

be granted on payment of the remaining 14/6 (This was evidently

acceded to as 16/6 was paid with the next Return i.e. with 2/

quarterage.)

Dr. Fitch

Residence: Chaddesley Corbett, Profession: Surgeon.

Clive Lodge No. 819:-

Visited on 8th October 1351

Elected Joining ~ember 12th November 1852

Attended once more ( according to the minutes) 15/6/1852

I
I

Rev. George Frederick Hardmun foxton

Proposed by Bro. J.II.Iles,seconde;JBro. J.f.lIornsby

Residence Bromsgrove, Profession; Clerk

Made 15/6/1852 F.e.6/10/1852 ".'\.8/12/1852

~ttended six meetings thereafter, the last being 17th Oct.1353

John Seager Grundie-
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John Sea'er Grundie. other spellings: Gundrie, Gundry. )

Res idence; Ctl81sea Pro f ession: M.0•

proposed by Bro. L.Mincha11,seconded by Hro. R.W.Johnson

¥ade 18/12/1850 F.e. ~5/1/1851 ~.~.12/2/1851

The above were the only meetings he attended according to the

',U nu te s.

i'lilliam(Thomas) Harris

Residence: Stoney Lan. Profession: Gentleman (later- farmer"
proposed by Bro. Thomas 1I0usman seconded by Bro. R.W.Johson.I

Joined 26th June 1850 from Lodge of Light, Birmingham.

Waa infrequent attender at Lodge.

Frederick John Hornsby

propoeedby Bra. R.W.Johnson,seconded by Bro. T.W.Kinder.

Residences:- Bansford lIill Profession Gent. 1849,

Buntsford Hill 1850

Kings Norton 1853

Bromsgrove Profession farmer 1854

Mosley (sic)Birminham Profn. Esq 1855

Household per Census 1851.

Frederick John Hornsby, Buntsford Hill, Stoke Heath. Age 33

Manager of Sal~ Works of British Alkali FDDm Lambet!l, London

~ary Ann Wife age 27

Harriet daughter 5

Frederich G. son 4

Francis c. son 2

John W. brother, single gentleman. 28

Two female servants.

7he (live Lodge ~o.819

'.jade.12/9/1849 F.C.l0/10/1849 \f.M. 5/12/1.849

J.W. 21January 1852

He attended lodge regularly until the &eginning of 1853 and

fDmm then on, only infrequently.

George 1I0rton

Prq>osed Bro. R.W.John.on, seconded by Bro. F,J,lIornsby

Residence. Bromsgrove Profession, Surgeon.

George }\orton. '~.R.C.S. att.ended Bromsgrove SClla,,,l1820-1826

lIis son George Francis born 29th ~asch 1842 attended 1856-1859

Clive Lodge ~o.819;

\Iade 27/2/t850 F.e. 24/;4:/18.50 ".M. 29/5/1850

lieattended 37 meetings out of a possible 49 and was a steady
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proposed by Bro. lIarcourt Aldham, seconded by Bro. T.W.Kinder

as Joining member to take 2nd. and 3rd Deg.

Residence; Catshill Vicarage, pr~fesslon, Clergyman

W.M.14/11/1854

\850
S.w. 21/1/1852

4/9/1795 - 26/1/1870

819:

\tM. 24/4/1850

No.The Clive LOdge

F.C. 27/2/1850

(m the return to C.G.L. with payments up to 30th. June

the W.\1. Bro. Thos. H.Kinder adds the following memo:-

11 The Rev. Brother Houseman (sic) was made at Cambridge about

40 years 5ince. I have received a most satisfactory reply to my

enquiries but having unfortunately mislaid the letter I cannot

give the number of the Lodge - - a reference to your Books will

doubtless put the matter right- - if not I will write to the

Cambrigge Lodges on the subject."

r-
~ev. Thomas Housman

William Hunter.( forename given as Edward on one return to G.L. )
~o record· of proposal or ballot

i.
,

Residence on Return up to1stJanuary1853isLondon,profession,Gent

1st

June1854isBirmingham

1st

June1855isLondon

\Jade

20/11/1850F.C.16/7/1851

According to the Minutes these were the only meetings he attended

but dues were paid to G.L.as per the above Returns

John Hodgson lIes

Proposed by Bro. R.W.Johnson seconded by Bro. T Housman as a

Joining Member from Apollo, University Lodge Ho.460. Oxford.

Residence: Bromsgrove. Profession, Clerk.

First son of John of Healing, county Lincoln, gentleman.

Lincoln College; matriculated 19th. March 1846 age 18

B.A. 1849 M.A.T853 Fellow 1855-61 Rector of St. Peters

Wolverhampton t860-76. Vicar of Barton-under-Needwood 1876-80

of Chri&t Church, Lichfield, 1880-3, prebendary Lichfiel1 1870;

Archdeacon of Stafford 1876; canOD of Lichfield from 1877.

elive Lodge ~o.819:

Joined 5th May 1852 and attended every meeting from then

Until the close.

Installed W.~. 22nd December 1852

add again 4th. December 1854.

He was S.W.Apollo Lodge when elected to join Clive Lodge.

}{ictlardW.Johnson
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R.chard William Johnson

j;~ signed the Petition for the Clive Lodge as a member of ~o. 348

st. John's Lodge, Leicester, along with five others of that lodge

3nd was named 1n the Warrant as first J.W.

from the records of St~ John's Lodge, Leicester:

Described as a gentleman living at Jlolloway Place, London

\:Jde 18/3/47 F~C.23/4/47 '1.\1.17/9/47

T:\eClive LOdge ;\0. 819:

li:stalled W.M.18/12/1850" "
He presented a handsome set of books for the use of the Lodge 10/10/.:',9

In 1847 Kinder & Johnson, coachbuilders in Worcester, rented the

Railway Carriage Works near Bromsgrove Railway Station.

In 1860 he was a Magistrate at the Worcester Quarter Sessions.

Edward Curtis Kemp __

No details of proposers given but address was London, profession Gent.

Clive Lodge No.819 :-

Made. 28/8/1850 F.C. 30/11/1850 ~.M.12/11/1851

According to the lodge minutes these were the only meetings

he attended.

Arthur Kinder ( Brother of Tho.as William )

St. John's Lodge No.348, Leicester. Profession Coachmaker
Worcester

\Iade 6/5/1846 F.C. 3/6/1846 M.~'.8/7/1846

T~e Clive Lodge ~0.819:-

Signed the Petition for the Warrant in which he was named.

Was Secretary from the first meeting 4th April 1849 until 18th

December 1851

lie:::tended 14 meetings out of a possible is during this term of

office and overall 20 meetings out of 32 until his re~nation

repo~ed on 5th "ay 1852.I

\lewas obviously settled in the Parish of Claines which included

the Tything, for the following baptisms are recordedj-

tR53 30th Sept. Caroline Susanna dau. Arthur and Margeret 8eet Kinder

1855 30th Jan. Frances \1argare t " " " " " "

1:35728th Apr.. Harold Arthur son " ".. " ••

He gave" three handsome candlesticks" on 27th February 1850

Appointed J.W. So.819 18th December 1850

Henry Kinder--
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enry Kinder

rroposed by Brother Thomas Kinder, seconded by Bro R.W.Johnson

~ge 21, residence London, profession Gent.

The Clive Lodge No.819.

\1ade 4/4/1 849 (1 st Me etin g ) F , C. 8/8/1 849 M •M. 12/9/1 8 --l 9

!le attended every meeting for one year and onlJ four times thereafter.

the last one being 12th Noverr.ber 1852.

on 12th December 1850 in the Parish of Stoke Ptior he married

Emily Augusta Wheeler, s?inster of the parish, daughter of Thomas

Henry Wheeler who with Henry Kinder's father, William, ~ere

signatories of the marriage certifi-ate, in the presence of Thomas

William Kinder and his mother Susanne Kinder and Caroline Louisa

Kinder.

Henry is recodded in the marriage lines as hailing from Leicester

where he lived in Half?r~tfrom where the bicycles originated,

and a firm of coach makers , Wheeler and Kinder & Co were locat~d

in Granby Street.

On 27th December 1854 he was installed as ~taster of St. John's

Lodge No. 348, Leicester and yet another Henry Kinder was initiated

into the same lodge on 5th November 1856, his profession being

coach builder, Granby Street.

The various Kinder's relationships, both in family and business,

become so complex, that the present writer will only state the

facts as revealed as they have little bearing on the progress of

the Clive Lodge.

Thomas William. ~1.Ger

Without a doubt this is probably the most vital man in the setting

up of the Clive Lodge and whose organising ability and drive is

evidenddd in his business life as well in his masonic work.

An early reference to him is found in Hartoff's Register 'f

Freemen of Leicester as follows:-

Thomas William Kinder son of Thomas of Crawley, county Sussex, gent.

as from 10th \larc~ 1832 prentice to Wm. Miles coach maker.

Within the next few years,certainly before 1841,Thomas,senior with

his family moved to 9 The Tything, Worcester.

On 26th September 1843 Thomas William Kinder, batchelor, designated

as a coach builder,Leicester,married, at Claines, Worcester, Mary

Elizabeth Wheeler, spinster of the Parish of Claines,her father

being Thomas Henry Wheeler, appraiser,
and in the--
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and in the presence of Thomas H.Wheeler, Alfred Wm. Johnson,

Arthur Kinder, Caroline Louisa Wheeler, Matilda Margaret (surname

inlistindJ. The reader may compare this record with that given

for Henry Kinder and be forgiven if he arrives at the conclusion

that two cousins married two sisters.

~ •. 1..

500n after the wedding Thomas H.w~eeler left Worcester and the

Worcester Lodge No.349 and joined St. John's Lodge, Leicester

where he progressed to the Chair on 14th January 1845 at the end

of which year Thomas William Kinder was Initiated into the St.

John's Lodge by his father-in-l~rand progressed to S.W. by early

t848. Thomas and his wife ~ary Elizabeth may have been living

with the Wheelers in Leicester where they were blessed with a

daughter Alice Mary in 1845 and a son 1n1847 but there must have

been a pressing reason for him to return with his wife and

children to his father's house at the Tything, Worcester for it

was during 1848 that proceedings were in hand to form the Clive

Lodge, and also in the previous year Messrs Kinder & Johnson

leased the Railway Carriage Works at Aston Fields and Thomas

William was describing himself as a Railway Carriage Manufacturer.

Although this chronicle was started to find why the Clive Lodge

ended, we could pause in our story because a strong motive

presents itself and it is not unreasonable to presume that a man

of T.W.'s calibre should not find a means to an end. We have

Thomas William leaving Leicester within reach of being W.M.,

a dissapointed but determined man, anxious to receive the

~highest honour a lodge has in its power t~ confer". His father

in-law had been in a Worcester Lodge No.349 and it needs no

stretch of the imagination to envisage T.W. approaching the Prove

Grand Secretary, War. Bro. Hodges and that brother, like all

who hold that exalted office, a veritable fount of knowledge,

putting him in touch with Bro. X.N.Paszkowicz and the Grammar

School and advising Thomas how to raise a Petition with the help

of his friends and relations at Le~cester. He had the Qualific

ation to be first ~aster and did he not make a point, at the

Consecration of the Lodge by proposing a vote of thanks to the

Wore Bro. the Prove Grand Secretary" for the active part he had

taken in the formation of the Lodge ", His gratitude to Bro X.N.

Paszkowicz was expressed in another form to be divulged later

~rs. ~ary Kinder--
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r---
rs. ~ary Elizabeth Kinder continued to be a loving wife and bore

Thomas another son, Ernest, who was baptised at Stoke Pr"ior on

29th May 1849 and his parents address being given as Rigby Hall

and his father's profession as Railway Carriage \Ianufacturer.

The officiatlng minister was Rev. H.Aldham who six months later

would be initiated into the mysteries of freemasonry. Other

i,aptism certificates about that time were signed by different

,:,inisters , J.D.Collis, W.R.Villers and X,~,Paszkowicz being

among them. ~ow is the time to mention another child of those

happy parents, a daughter who was baptised by the Rev. Aldham

on 22nd April 1851 and given the names Ada Paszkowicz no doubt

to acknowledge the kindly feelings that existed between ter

father and his brother in freemasonry. It is hoped that the child

could find it in her heart to maintain those kindly feelingI

herself in later years.

On 24th June 1848 Thomas Willlam was present at hhe wedding at

elaines of his sister 5usanna to Henry Aveling, batchelor,

gentleman of 5t. James, Paddington but who ,beyond this does

not enter our story.

Having launched the CliveLodge No. 819 as its first master,

Thomas William was re-elected on 5th December 1849 and attended

his duties regularly until 18th December 1850 and thereafter he

presented himself only four times, the last time,according to

the records, being on 15th June 1852.

The Census of '851 shows the Kinder household at Rigby Hall

consist)ng of ~Irs. \1ary Elizabeth, her two sons and two daughters

Thomas Kinder Senr. age 62 and Suzanne his wife age 66, a nuree

maid,housemaid, cook, a monthly nurse, a groom and a male

general servant. But Thomas William was not" at home " !
Was he trying to find Victorian prosperity elsewhere? The Press

account of the Provincial Grand Lodge in 1852 states his location

as Dublin and he continued to pay his subscriptions until the

Lodge finished, as the Returns to Grand Lodge include his name

in 1853 with his residence as Monkstown ( presumably Co.Cork

and in 1854 as Dublin but in 1855 as again in Worrester.

llowever fascinating this brother's journies may be .•.•.e must

part company.

~iam James Law.

Proposed Bro. R.W.Johnson, seconded Bro. T.W.Kinder

I{esidcnce: Clarence House, Chelsea, profession, Gent.

Clive Lodge \0.819 :-
T

\~atle 2/1/1850 F.C. 26/6/1850 ~t.".27/~/lS50
" t, ,., ~ p w p r p the ()n 1y rP pet j r ~'she at ten d e d
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~l(1l1rl \!oore.

F. C. 30/1/1850

Pro po sed. B r0• A. Kin de r'

Re sidence, \otting Hill,

Clive Ludge ]':0.81',:

~~ade. 2/1/1850

seconded. Bro. R.W.Johnson

London. profession, Archi tect

\1• '1 • 2 3/9/ 18 50

These were the only meetings he attended.

The above is placed out of alphabetical orderdue to the

similarities of the previous one. Bro. R.W.Johnson when initiated

into St. John's Lodge, Leicester, gave his residence as Holloway

Place, London.

Edmund Anthony Harley Lechmere.

Proposed as a joining member by Bro. R.W.Johnson seconded by

Bro. Thomas Housman on 5th May 1852 from Apollo Lodge, ~0 •• 60

Oxford University.

Was P.S.G.D. and W.M. Semper fidelis Lodge, Worcester

Lechmere (Sir) Edmund Anthony Harley (Bart.)

only son Edmund Hungerford of ~alvern, County Worcester .after

wards a baronet.

Christchurch, rnatricclated 15th May 1845 age 18. B.A. from St.

Mary Hall 1849, ~.A. 1352. 3rd baronet, M.P.Tewkesbury March 1866

1968, West Worcestershire July 1876-85, Worcester,Bewdley Div. 1886

The minutes show that he attended only three meetings

James Edward McConnell

Proposed by Bro. G.Horton, seconde~by Bro. B.Maund with name

wrongly written as McCormack in the minutes.

Bromsgrove C'ive Lodge No.819;

Made l4/3/1851

This is the only meeting he attended according to the minutes.

Readers are advised to read the book" Bygone Bromsgrove " edited

by John Foster for more information on this famous man.

Benjamin ~aund. 15th April i790- 21st April 1864.

Initiated 25th 'lay 1822 Apollo Lodge ~o.378 now 301 Alcester,

subscribing member until end of 1828.

Bromsgrove Clive Lodge No, 819 :

Joined 11th July 1849, Proposed by tiro. R.W.Johnson, seconded by

Bro. X.:,\.Pasckow.ez. Residence, Bromsgrove, professi<'n Bookseller.

a small-
38

lie was a world renowned botanist, also printer,author and

producer and for further details the reader is advised to read

It A iteview of Frecma!3onry in Bromsgrc,ve in the 18th and 19th
Centuries Ij
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F.C.5/12/1849 ~.~.2/1/1850

the lodge to the end and more details will

a small pamphlet written by tile pl'esent compiler of this record,

and further details will follow later.

He is commemorated by a sculptured plaque in the Chancel of

Bromsgrove, St. John's Church.

" In memory of Benjamin Maund F.L.S. 1790-1864, Author, Printer

and Producer of "\1aund's Botanic Garden" and other world-famed works

Distinguished by comprehensive knowledge, artistic skill and

exalted genius. He lived and laboured in Bromsgrove for nearly

50 years and rendered lasting honour to the town of his adoption".

There is also a tombstone commemorating him and his wife outside

the vestry door of St. John's Church, Bromsgrove and stained glass

windows in the Chancel to his wife and other members of his Pamily.

Luke Minchall. ( oft-t.imes spelt 'Hnshall )

No proposer or secender given in the minutes but. st.ated to be on

t.he summons.

Solicit.or of Stoke Court.

The Clive LOdge;

Made 10/10/1849

He remained with

follow.

His household included,in 1851, a coachman, stable boy (the

coachmans son ) cow hand, cook, dairymaid and housemaid.

In 1855 he was living at "Forelands" but. not in tt)e present

building as this was built by Braziers who demolished the

former one.

Dudley Parsons

There is no record of his sponsors.

Residence; Shrewsbury profession; Railway Manager

The Clive Lodge :-

~ade 8/8/1849 F.C.29/5/1850 ~.~.27/7/t850

The minutes record that he attended only three meetLlgs in

addition to these and his name appears only once on G.L.returns.

Francis' X&~1er N.Paszkowicz •

There are various spellings but that on the Petition has been

accepted as his own signature.

The Petition gives his previous Lodge as ~0.533 Fylde Inion

Lodge, Fleetwood where it met in 1845 after two previous venues.

It was erased in 1853

He was appointed--
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lie was appointed to the Bromsgrove Grammar School in 1848 by

(Bro) Rev. John Day Collis and he was already a priest or clerk

as the title was then. The title Clerk in Holy Orders did not

come into use until later. He was Master in Philosop~y of the

University of Warsaw 1831, French and German Master and Examiner

1848 and 1849. His residence in 1849-50 is given as Rushock

kectory and in 1853 as Brookhouse.

On tht ..~rrant 0f the C 1iveL 0dge hew as na;'1ed as the first S.W •

and wa~ 3ppointed again on 2nd January 1850 but never went on

to become W.~. He was not a good attender at meetings •

According to the minutes he sponsored only two brethren, and

those joining from other lodges, that can be in some way

connected with the School. He had stopped coming to Lodge before

the School and University contemporaries were recruited. He

tendered his resignation on 22nd December 1852.

William Patchett •

Proposed by Bro. R.W.Johnson, seconded by Bro. T.W.Kinder.

Residence; Shrewsbury. Profession; gentleman.

The Clive Lodge No. 819. :

~ade 26/6/1850 F.C. 21/8/1850 M.~.27/10/1850

He attended only these three mtetings and two of these coincided

with his fellow townsman Bro. Dudley Parsons whose support for

the lodge was negligible.

William Pettifor.

He signed the Petition as W.M. of St. John's Lodge No.348 Leicester

and was named in the Warrant of Clive Lodge to which he did not

suuscribe, take office or attend according to the records.

George Banastre Pix.

Proposed by Bro. X.N.Paszkowicz, seconded by Bro. Kinder as

jO~~ member from Apollo LOdge ~o. 460, University Oxford on

the first meeting of Clive Lodge and attended three meetings

only thereafter.

Benjamin Hadley Sanders.

Proposed by Bro. L Minchall seconded by Bro. H Aldham.

Residence: Bromsgrove profession: attorney age ~7

The CliveLod5e ~0.819:-

~ade 22/12/.852 F.C. 21/2/1853 ~.M.25/4/1853

lie came late into the Lodge but was a steadfast supporter to the end

Further details later.

Frederick Smith.--
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Frederic Smith. ( the forename is spelt thus almost Lhroughoutr
proposed by Bro. lIes, seconded by Bro. Maund as a joining

member from Loyal Cambrian Lodge No.127, now 110 Merthyr Tydfil

on 15th November 1854.

Residence: Bunsford Hill, profession Comm. Traveller

Clive Lodge No.8t9:-

F.C.14/5/1855 M.M.26/ll/1855

liewas in at the demise of the Lodge and further details al'e

c,iven later.

William Richard Villers. ( Rev).

Proposed by Bro. J.B.Iles, seconded by Bro. ·T.Housman

The Cllve Lodge No.819:

Made 15/6/1852 F.C. 6/tO/1852 M.M.8/12/1852

Age 59

" 50

It 21

" 19

son

son

He was the son-of Simon of Wolverhampton, county Stafford.

Balliol College.Matriculated 19th July 1809 age 18.

B.A. 1813; M.A. 1847; minister of New Chapel, Kidderminster 1824;

honorary canon Worcester Cathedral; Vicar of Bromsgrove 1846

until his death 16th January T861.

He had a son , Robert John who attended Bromsgrove Grammar

School in 1847

His household per 1851 Census :-

William Villers 145 High Street, Vicar of Bromsgrove

Susanne wife

Edward W.M.

Robert Undergraduate Cambridge

one each of houseservant, coachman, lady's maid, cook,

kitchen maid.

He attended lodge during one year but took no further part

after October 1853.

Thomas Walklate

Balloted and accepted as Joining Member on 8th August 1849 froa

St. John's Lodge No.348, Leicester.

Residence; Birmingham profession; Midland Railway

Attended only once in 1850 and five times in 1851.

His pla~e of residence given on the return to Grand Lodge

in 1853 is Leeds

Francis Watt--
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Francis Watt.

Proposed by Bro. Rev. George Foxton, seconded by Bro. Harris

Residence, Bromsgrove, profession Esqre. Age 38.

The Clive LOdge no. 819:-

~ade.21/2/1S53 F.C.21/3/1853 M.M.25/4/1853

His elder son attended Bromsgrove BGr~mmar School 1849 -50

His name was Francis James and his brother Edmund William was

a pupil there between the years 1856-61

Edward Watton

Proposed by Bro. X.N.Paszkowicz, seconde~by Brother T.W.Kinder

Residence; The George Inn, Bromsgrove.

:\fadeat the first meeting 4/4/1849. F.C. 8/8/1849 M.~. 12/9/1849

He was a Serving Brother and Tyler.

Edmund James Wells

Proposed by Bro. X.N,Paszkowicz, seconded by Brother T.H.Wheeler.

Residence; Sheffield, profession ,Gent

The Clive Lodge No.819:-

\tade 8/8/1849 F.C.1 0/10/1849 ~1.\1.5/12/1849

Appointed J.D, 21st January 1852 after which he did not appear

to attend lodge but it must be recognised that the minutes

were far from accurate in this respect.

Alfred William Wheeler.

He came to Clive Lodge as a· visitor on 3rd April 1850 from St.

John's Lodge No. 348, Leicestej', was vouched -for fil'st and second

degree and raised by P.M. Bro. Thomas H.Wheeler. The only

recorded attendance here. Obviously a ceremony of convenienee

Thomas Henry Wheeler

This Brother originated in Worcester having been initiated into

Worcester Lodge No. 349 on 28th March 1842 and went ~a M.M.

in the opposite direction to that which the Kinders would take

by joining St.John's Logge, Leicester on 6th December 1843.

He pregressed rapidly and was installed W.M.on 14t.h January 1845.

and was then master for another year.

Bentley's HiEtory 1840 records him as an auctioneer at 7 Foregate

Street House, Lower \'lick

The Clive Lodge No.819:-

He acted as W.\1. for the first meet i ng and again 0n 3rd A Prill 850

for the ('aising of Alfred William above.

lie had'-
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I,is daughter marrying Thomas William q.v •• He signed the Petition

~or the Clive Lodge but d~d not become a subS:Iribingmt:mber

W.J.Windram

He signed the Petition for a Warrant for the Clive LOdge but

did not become a subscribing member. He was initiated into St.

John's Lodge, Leicester on 3rd. June 1846 and was installed Master

28th December 1848. He was an auctioneer at 15 Halford Street,

Leicester,as Windram & Co.

frederick I. Louis Wyatt

St. John's Lodg~ No.348 Leicester:

Proposed by Bro. T.W.Kinder, secaded by Bro. R.W.Johnson

'tade etc. in 1847 his rESidence given as 6 Mark Lane, London.

The Clive Lodge No.819:-

Proposed by Bro. T.W.Kinder, seconded by Bro. R.W.Johnson he was

elected a Joining Member on 11th July 1,849, his residence,London

and profession, Wine Merchant. He maintained his membership while

the lodge lasted.He attended about twice a year up to 25th April

1853 and on 8th August presented a " handsome sword fOl' the T,ler"

Jas. Hubball

Elected Tyler of the Clive Lodge on 14th Noverrber 1853.
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TIlE Dl<ETllkE:'\OF THE CLIVE LODGE ~0.819 WlIO WEkE PRESE.\T

AT TilE \'EETI~G OF 26th. NOVEMBER 1855

when the proposal for the dissolution of the Lodge was agreed.

o
o

Bro. William Emmott.

was eaptain in the Queen's Own Worcester Yeomanry Cavalry and

had joined tile Clive Lodge as an E.A. on 8th August 1849 and

took his other degrees in 1851. He attended very infrequently

after that. Colo'el Robert Clive, after who~ the Lodge was

named, was his Commanding Officer but both men were "advancing

in years" and Clive died in 1854. Soon after, the name Windsor

Clive was no longer used at Hewell Grange and this might have

influenced the change of name to " Vernon " as the R.W. Henry

C,Vernon was the Provincial Grand Master at the time and it

was a natural motivation to honour a man during his life-time

as was the reason for the naming of Clive Lodge.

Brother Emmott would have no driving impulse to preserve the

lodge for he was at least 69 years old having been initiated

in 1808.

Bra. Luke ~inch~ll.

His name is spelt Minshall on nearly every occasion in the

lodge records,which are not exactly a paragon of accuracy,

but that wi th a "c" is taken from the 18.')1 Census in which

year he attanded only two meetings out of eleven but otherwise

he attended farrly regularly. He would have been 50 years old

when the lodge finished and, although he had been Treasurer

for about 18 months from January \852 and Wardens difficult

to find, he otviously did not want: to reach the Cha~r and had

no great urge to preserve the lodge in Bromsgrove.

Bro. Thomas Housman.

From the tiw.e of his joining the Clive Lodge after 40 years as

an E.A. he was a steadfast supporter by his presence at almost

ever) mee:.ing from the 27th February 1850 until the very last

meetin g 0 n 2 7 t h A ugust 185 6 w hen he act ed as J.•W. 11e bee ame

Worshipful \;aSl.er when he was 58 years old but he did not have the

oDpo rtun i tY top res i de 0v'~r' ~n.y cere Il 0n i e s. "i s dev0 tion to

Clive Lodge makes it very plaIn that he regretted its passing.

Bro. John ll.lles

Ij :1':t~
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Bro. John l!odgson lIes

",........L ike m any 0 f t. he 1ear ne d rnenap p0 i nted to Ass is t.ant ,\iastership

of Bromsgrove Grammar School he obtained his title to the

priesthood by reason of that post. The episcopal licencing

of schoolmasters was later to be abolished by statute.

It is recorded that he came to Bromsgrove School in 1852,

was ordained by the Lord Bishop of Worcester and after four

years as third form master he became Rector of Wolverhampton,

Alumni Oxoniensis says 1860-76.

lIis installation as W.~. of the Clive for the second time was

no doubt due to his skill in the Craft, and four meetings after

the second Installation he pr5ided over the dissolution or

removal of the Clive Lodge to Dudley. He was a priest and

would himself be moving soon.

Bro. James Watt

A young man of 38 years when the Clive Lodge was taken over,

was a late-comer to the lodge and had little time to delve

into the mysteries but he was grateful, no doubt, to be made

a Master Mason in three successive meetings.

Bro. Rev. Harcourt Aldham.

Vicar of Stoke and an early initiate in the life of the lodge
'ffl."s

who became its master in a little over two, a circumstance
/1

which has been spoken of disparagingly but which was a

common thing in those days as is evidenced by the record of

Bro. T.H.Wheeler in St. John's Lodge, Leicester, and he

served two successive years in that office. Bro. Aldham was

a steadfast supporter of his brethren but his attitude to the

winding up of the lodge in Bromsgrove could have been non

commital as his vocation eventually took him to Cornwall

Bro. Benjamin Maund.

lie was a faithful servant of the lodge, his attendance at

meetings wa~ exemplary andhe was ,by far, the longest serving

member of the lodge of which he was Secretary from 21st January

1852 until its last meeting on 27th August 1856. A most

devoted supporter of the craft he was 66 years old and

retired from l:'usiness when the lodge was transfered. His

thoughts at the time were full of sadness as, not only was

he parting from his friends but was contemplating leaving Bromsgrove

to live at Folkestone and subsequently to Sandown I.O.W. wbere

he died on 21st April 1864.

"

45

B r"o. G e 0 r ge
i1orton-

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



Bro. George llorton "'.•R.C .•S.

lie was a regular attender at Lodge and out of a possible 48 meetings ~

from his initiation he was present ~t at least 37 of them.

liewas Secretary for a year. He would have been about 48 years

of age in 1856 and was no doubt sad to have to leave the lodge.

Bro. Frederic Smith.

!le joined as an E.A .•on lSth ~o'iember 1854 , and had to wait,

probably anxiously, until 26th NO'iember 1855 to be made a M .•~.

on the very night an which the proposal to end the lodge was

made. Although he was a member of the Clive Lodge for a short

time only he had been able to become a M ..~. under its ( figurative)

banner and no doubt felt regret at the demise of the lodge.

However as a Commercial Traveller he may have found refreshment

in other towns.

Bro. Benjamin Hadley Sanders.

A grandson of the worthy Benjamin of " button " fame was still

only 29 when the lodge moved to Dudley and supported his bretheen

well during the short time he was a member and would probably

have continued with constancy in his services to the craft;

just as he was in serving the town of Bromsgrove for 50 years

as Clerk to the Local Board a fact which is commemorated in

Sanders Park by a horse watering trough which formerly stood

at the top of the town.
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Appendix :'401

THE CLIVE LODGE ~o. 819

FOU:'\DERS

Thomas WiIIiam Kinder

Xavier ~.Paszkowicz

Richard WiIIiam Johnson

Thomas Henry Wheeler

Arthur Kinder

MASTERS

'849-

50Sro.ThomasW.Kinder

1850-51

Sro.ThomasW.Kinder

1851-

52Sro.Richard W.Johnson.

1852- 53

Sro.lIarcourt AIdham.

1853-

54Sro.John B.lles.

t854-

55Sro.Thomas Housman.

1855-

56Sro.John.M.lles.

:Initiates (In) and Joining (J) Members.

i'\ 0 348)

(In)

James £.~cConnell (In)

Dr. Fitch (~o 615)

1852.
John.lt.Iles (J No 460)

Edmund A.lI.Lechmere(J No 7i2)

George F.H.Foxton (In)

WiIIiam R.Villers (In)

Benjamin H.Sanders (In)

1853.
Francis Watt (In)

Edmund V.Amery (In)

1854.

Frederick Smith (J No 127)

1849.

1850.

Henry Kinder (In)

Edward Watton (In.S.8.)

Frederick I.L.Wyatt (JNo.348)

George S.Pix (J ~o 460)

llenjamin ~aund (J No. 378)

William Emmott (J No.133)

Horace Wal~te IJ ~o. 348)

DudIey Parsons (In)

Edward J.Wells (In)

Frederick. J.Hornsby (In)

Harcourt Aldham (In)

Luke ~inchall (In)

William J.Law (In)

John \100re (In)

Thomas Housman (J)

George Horton (In)

Alfred Wheeler (J

Charles Cresswell

William Patchett (In)

1850- continued
William Harris

Edward C.Kemp

William Hunter

1851.

(J L.of Ligll:')

(In)

(In)
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Appendix No. 2

REFERENCES TO COACIIBCILDERS

Register .f the Freemen of Leicester .770- 1930 Hartoff
in Leicester Recordc Office.

Page 307. Register of Ap~rentices:

5th June 1832. Thomas William Kinder son of Thomas of Crawley

Co. Sus sf· x,gent; prenticed toW i11iam M i 1es,
Coachmaker, from 10th ~arch last

( Thomas Kinder Senr. moved to 9 The Tything, Worcester )

age 45
It

45
"

20
"

15
It

20

It

It

"

"

Susanna

Thomas

Arthur

Suaanna

1840. Bentley's History and Directory:

Thomas Kinder proprietor coachbuilder 9 Tything Street

1841 Ce.1sus give s Thomas Kinde r's household as:-

Thomas Kinder

Not one of these were born in the county of Worcester •

•847 Per Bygone Bromsgrove and .Rev Awdry: Kinder and Johnson

Coachbuilders in Worcester rented the Railway Carriage

Works near Bromsgrove Railway Station

1849 Leicester Register: Kinder and Wheeler, Granby Street,

Coachbuilders and Harness ~akers.

1849. Melville & Co., Directory: Wheeler Thomas Henry,

coach builder, Granby Street

1854 ~elville & Co., Directory: Henry Kinder, Coach ~anufacturer

with a house in Halford Street, Leicester

and Wheeler & Kinder & Co., Granby Street

1855 Billing's Directory & Gazeteer of Worcester:

Kinder Arthur & Co, The Tything, Worcester
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Appendix ~o. 3

Copy ofa letter of resignation from Bro. Arthur Kinder

to the Secretary of the Clive Lodge.

Worcester

~ay 3, 1852

B.Uaund, Esq.

Dear Sir,

I must in the first place offer an apology for

not replying to your note, but having been from home at

the time of its arrival, it was mislaid and only this

morniag in regulating my private papers did I discover,

to my extreme mortification that I had omitted giving

it proper attention. I assure you it was not without regret

that I determined on withdrawing from the Clive LOdge

but having done so I have no desire to return again for

my duties here are so heavy and I feel from ill health

and other causes that that punctuality of attendance

required cannot without difficulty be fulfilled and I

believe some amount is due fr?m me to the Lodge and

if you will favour me with a statement it shall accord

ingly be forwarded. Thank you for your kind letter and

with every wish for the prosperity of the Clive Lodge

I remain Dear Sir

Yours most obediantly

(Sgd) Arthur Kinder

49
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Extracts from the Lodge Centenary Book

01 St.John I s Lodge ~o. 279

( formerly ~o. 348 ) Leicester

1846 On the 26th March 1846, the John of Gaunt Lodge sprang

into existence, and met fat the first in the Magistrates Room,

at the Exchange, in tIleMarket Place. It was consecrated on the

11th ~ay,1846 ----

Bro. T.H.Wheeler was at that time master of St. John's, and there

can be no doubt that the establishment of the new LOdge awakened

in the Brethren of the older LOdge a spirit of righteous rivalry

stimulating them to almost phenomenal zeal, and resulting in an

addition to the roll of a very subata.ntial number of members---

On the 2nd Decenber Bro Wheeler was, in recognition of his

efficient and zealous services in the chair, re-elected: and

on the 28th December the Annual Festival was held, when the

Brethren " partook of a sumptuous repast" and afterwards closed

the Lodge. It will be remembered that the custom then was to
k

call off to rerr~sment and return to labour.

~--------'and on the occasion of the Annual Festival, held

on the 27th December, whea Bro. William Pettifor was installeJ,

lord Rancl!fr, the Pro. G.M. and his Deputy, Sir Fredk., G.

Fowke, honoured the Lodge with their presence.

1849 Under the mastership of Bra. W.J.Windramin 1849 the

Lodge continued to improve in tone -------

On the 11th Wovember 1850 Henry Kinder, a citizen of

renown, became a member of this Lodge,-----

50
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Appendix No. 5

Sources of Information

Bygone Bromsgrove. Published by The Bromsgrove Society.

Edited by John Foster

Ibid

Ibid

The Cotton Collection in Birmingham Reference Library

The Bromsgrove Messenger fr~m 1860 onwards.

Berrow's Worcester Journal in Worcester County Library, Worcester

~ames and Adresses of Old Bromsgrove Boys an~ ~asters

in Birmingham Librar:

Bromsgrove School Register1553-\905 Ibid.

Bromsgrove School Through Four Centuries, County Library, Bromsgrc¥e

;ercentenary Commemoration of the Founding of Bromsgrove

Grammar School. Ibid

Bentley's History and Directory of Worcester 1840 Ibid

Freemasons· Quarterly Magazine and Review 1850. Masonic Library,

Rainbow Hill, Worcester.

Lane's Masonic Records 1717-1886 Ibid

5t. John Bromsgrove Parish Records , '~orcester Records Office,

5t.Helen's, Worcester

Foster's Alumni Oxoniensis

Census on micro-film 1841 & 1851

Mormon micro-fische, Leicester and Worcs. Ibid

Melville's, Brigg's Gazeteers, Leicester Records Office

Wi~d ans Water ~ills. Journal of the Midland Wind and Water ~ills
Group.

Bromsgrove Parish Church. Rev F.G.Shepherd

Histery of Birmingham. Conrad Gill

Photo-copies of Documentsfrom Grand Lodge Library and Museum

Great Queen Street, London.

Lodge of Research ~o. 2429 Leicester, Centenary Book.

The Minutes of the Clive Lodge No. 819 at bbe Masonic Hall

Stourport- on-Severn by coutesy of the Officers of tbe Vernon Lodge

The Minutes of St. John's LOdge No. 348, Leicester by courtesy

of the Officers of that Lodge.

I am greatly indebted to Wore Bro Herbert West of St. John's

LOdge, Leicester and his wife, lIilda and to Bro. Graham Downt.on

and his wife at the ~asonic Hall, Stourport-on-5evven for

invi~ing me into their homes and with their lavish hospitality

making it possible for me to spend a whole day to study the

reievan t \11nut eS 0f 0 Id. Wit.It0ut titeir heIp ttds record wouId

not have been possible.
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